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WELCH, J.

The defendant, Cardell Bell, was charged by bill of information with
attempted second degree murder, a violation of La. R.S. 14:27 and 14:30.1. He
pled not guilty. Following a jury trial, the defendant was found guilty of the
responsive offense of aggravated battery, a violation of La. R.S. 14:34. He was
sentenced to two years imprisonment at hard labor. The defendant filed a motion
to reconsider sentence, but subsequently withdrew the motion. The defendant now
appeals, designating four assignments of error. We affirm the conviction and
sentence.

FACTS

On February 4, 2004, at about 8:30 a.m., the defendant was in his car, a
Chevy Impala, in the parking lot of the inspection sticker station on North Foster in
Baton Rouge, waiting for the station to open so that he could get an inspection
sticker for his car. Moments later, Cedric Hall drove up in his car, a white Ford
Taurus, to the inspection sticker station to also get an inspection sticker. Hall and
the defendant, at some time in the past, worked together as barbers at Crazy Cuts
Barbershop. At some point, both men got out of their cars. After an exchange of
words, they engaged in a physical altercation that lasted several minutes. During
the fight, they wound up next to the defendant’s car. The defendant reached in his
car and pulled out a .45 semi-automatic handgun. Hall turned to run. The
defendant shot Hall six times. Hall was treated at Baton Rouge General Medical
Center and survived his gunshot wounds.

Two eyewitnesses to the fight testified for the prosecution at the trial.
Vincent Brassell testified that he was going to work on North Foster when he saw
Hall and the defendant “pounding the heck out of each other going back and forth.”

Brassell testified the defendant was bent back over his car while Hall struck him in



the face. The defendant’s jacket' was pulled down around his elbows. Obscenities
were exchanged, the defendant said “I’'m going to kill you,” and Hall took off
running across the street. According to Brassell, he saw the defendant shoot four
times at Hall’s back as the defendant chased Hall across the street. When Hall fell
to the ground, the defendant stood directly above Hall and shot at him four more
times in the back. Brassell indicated that the defendant’s gun was hidden from
view because the defendant’s jacket was rolled up in a ball around his gun.
Brassell testified that Hall did not show any weapon or make any gesture of going
for a weapon when the defendant shot him in the back. Brassell called 911 and
gave a taped statement to the police. Kevin Manns testified that he was going to
work when he saw two men “tussling.” Viewing the fight from the stoplight at
North Foster and Fairfields, Manns testified as follows:

They tussled for a few moments. The light changed, and as I eased

into the intersection, one broke away from the other one and ran

across the street. The other one took a few steps towards him, and his

arms were up in this motion, but they were actually covered. I guess

in the tussle a sweat shirt or a flannel jacket, or something, had gotten

pulled over his arms so his arms were partially covered, and you could

hear shots going off, and then the other gentleman fell.

When asked if he ever saw the person who broke away and ran produce a
gun, Manns responded, “No.”

Regarding Hall’s position when the defendant first fired at Hall, the
following colloquy on direct examination took place:

Q. And did you see the person who got shot do anything after he

started running? Did he do anything menacing or pull a weapon, or

anything like that?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. Well, you saw him, correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Did you see him do anything like that?

The “jacket” referred to was the defendant’s black and orange Orioles jersey.



A. No, ma’am.

Q. Okay. What is the only thing you saw him do after he [broke]
away from the shooter?

A. He turned once. Some shots were fired at him. He made some
moving motions like he was trying to avoid being shot, and then he
fell.

Q. And was he running away when the shots first were being fired at
him?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. So the shooter was shooting at his back; 1s that correct?

A. Yes, ma'am. The other subject was actually running away from
him.

Q. So the shooter was shooting at the victim's back as he ran away,
correct, in the direction of his back?

A. Iwould say in the direction.

Q. That's what I mean, he's not -- the victim is not facing the shooter
as he gets shot, is he?

A. No, ma'am.

He's running away --
Yes, ma'am.

From the direction of --
Yes, ma'am.

The bullets --
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Yes.
Regarding Hall being shot after he was on the ground, the following
colloquy on direct examination took place:

Q. Okay. Did you see him fire any shots at the victim after the victim
had fallen?

A. Yes.
Q. You did?

A. Yes.



Q. Tell us how close he was to the victim as he fired at the victim
after the victim had fallen to the ground?

A. Maybe five or six feet. He took a couple of steps toward him.

The guy who was shot was laying down. He just took a couple of

steps, fired a couple of shots, and then he actually turned and ran back

towards his car.

On cross-examination, Manns testified that he did not see the start of the
fight. He also stated that he did not hear anything being said.

Wroten Brumfield, a Baton Rouge City police officer, was the first officer
on the scene. Officer Brumfield testified that Hall's car door was open when he got
there.

Dr. James Crowell, III, an expert in the field of emergency medicine,
testified that he saw the victim, Hall, in the emergency room at Baton Rouge
General Medical Center following the shooting. He testified that Hall was shot
twice in the right lower abdomen, once in the left lower abdomen, twice in his left
thigh, twice in his right forearm, and once in his right flank above his buttocks.
Dr. Crowell stated that all of the wounds, except for the forearm wound, could
have been life-threatening. When asked on direct examination what his opinion
was as to whether or not the person inflicting these gunshot wounds had the intent
to kill Hall, Dr. Crowell responded, “Absolutely my opinion would be that they
were trying to kill him.”

On direct examination, Dr. Crowell stated that Hall's wounds were
consistent with the scenario described by the prosecutor, wherein Hall was shot
while running away from the defendant, fell to the ground, and then shielded
himself with his right arm while the defendant shot him while he was on the
ground. On cross-examination, Dr. Crowell agreed that the scenario described by

the prosecutor of how Hall was shot was just one of dozens of possible scenarios.

Dr. Crowell further stated that he had no way of knowing from Hall's wounds what



actually happened at the scene.

Charles O'Malley was another Baton Rouge City police officer who
responded to the shooting. Officer O'Malley spotted the defendant in his vehicle
and pulled the defendant over. The defendant exited his vehicle and stated that he
shot Hall and that he was driving to the police station.” At that point, the defendant
was Mirandized. The defendant then stated that he had shot Hall two or three
times. He further stated that he shot Hall because Hall was beating him.” When
asked where his gun was, the defendant stated that it was in his car. The
defendant's injuries consisted of a minor cut above his right eye, and some blood
below his nose and on his lips. Ambulance personnel checked out the defendant
and then left him in police custody.

Detective George Caldwell of the Baton Rouge City Police Department was
the lead investigator of the case. He testified that the defendant was seen by a
doctor at Earl K. Long Hospital and released the same day to finish the booking
process because he did not have any injuries that necessitated him to stay.

Both Hall’s car and the defendant's car were impounded. Lieutenant
Richard Cochran and Detective John Colter, both with the Baton Rouge City
Police Department, searched the vehicles. They found the defendant's gun, a .45
Taurus semi-automatic, between the seat and the center console of his Impala. The
45, with a maximum capacity of nine bullets (which would include a bullet in the
chamber) had a magazine in it with one live bullet. Another live bullet was in the

chamber. It was determined by the State Police Crime Lab that the seven shell
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After the incident with Hall, the defendant placed a 911 call that was received by Dennis
Kimball of the Baker City Police. The contents of the recording were not transcribed. Kimball
testified at the trial that the first thing the defendant said was, “I got beat up, the boy went to get
his gun, but I got mine first.”

3 Stephen Ashford, who was a homicide detective with the Baton Rouge City Police
Department at the time of the shooting, testified that when he arrived at the location where the
defendant was pulled over, the defendant was already in the back of a police unit. Officer
Ashford, who Mirandized the defendant, stated that the defendant told him that “he shot the
dude in self-defense because he was kicking his butt.”
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casings found at the crime scene came from the defendant's gun. Lieutenant
Cochran also seized a gun holster that he found in the street at the crime scene.
The officers found Hall's gun, a 9mm Taurus semi-automatic, under the passenger
seat in his Taurus. The 9mm had a magazine in it with thirteen live rounds. The
chamber was empty. Also found in Hall’s car in the driver’s side door was a large
capacity magazine (which fit Hall's 9mm) containing twenty-five bullets. A cell
phone was also found on the front seat of Hall’s car.

Patrick Lane, a firearms identification expert with the State Police Crime
Lab, was asked on cross-examination, “So in other words, if [the defendant’s gun
is] wrapped up in a jacket, it's in all likelihood not going to fire?” Lane responded,
“I would be surprised that you would get seven rounds off without a jam, yes.”

Keith McMorris testified that he worked with Hall at Crazy Cuts
Barbershop. On the morning of the shooting, McMorris was on the phone with
Hall when he heard arguing and then heard the phone drop. About two minutes
later, he heard several gunshots.

Cedric Hall testified that when he arrived at the inspection sticker station, he
exited his car. The defendant also exited his car and approached Hall. The
defendant said “some words” and, when he made an “attempt like he was going to
swing” at Hall, the two men began to fight. Many blows were exchanged. Hall
stated that he was “fending for [his] life.” Hall “got the best of” the defendant
during the fight. At the beginning of the fight, Hall hit the defendant with his cell
phone before the phone fell on the ground. The fight ended up by the front of the
defendant’s car. The defendant said, “all right, all right.” Hall let the defendant
go, but held on to the defendant’s throat with one hand. The defendant opened his
car door, stuck his hand under the seat, and grabbed a gun with the holster still on
it. Hall turned and ran. At one point while Hall was running, Hall turned and

looked back and saw the defendant chasing him with his gun. Hall heard several



gunshots while he was running across the street. Hall then fell because he could
not use his leg anymore due to a gunshot wound. While Hall was on the ground,
he put his hand up and got shot twice in his arm and twice in his side. Moments
later, Hall heard the defendant starting his car.

Hall stated that he had his gun in his car, but he never took it out. He stated
that he never had his gun in his hand at any time, and he never threatened to use
the gun on the defendant. Hall stated that the passenger door to his (Hall’s) car
was not open when he got out of his car and that he did not know how it had gotten
opened.

Helena Morrison, another eyewitness to the fight, testified for the defense.
She did not see the beginning of the fight. She saw a man standing at the back of
Hall’s car. The defendant was “[g]etting whipped pretty bad.” During the fight, it
appeared that Hall was beating the defendant with an object in his hand. At some
point during the fight, Hall handed the man standing by Hall’s car an object, and
the man put the object in Hall’s vehicle on the passenger side. Following this, the
defendant, who was still getting beat by Hall, “just decked” Hall. Hall told the
man by his car to get him his “m----- fomeem- ” gun. The man by Hall’s car did not
move or give Hall anything. At this point, the defendant began “getting the best”
of Hall. Hall then ran around the back of his vehicle to the driver’s side. The
defendant went to his vehicle. Frightened, Morrison got in her car and left. She
did not witness the shooting. On cross-examination, Morrison stated that she never
gave a statement to the police. She also stated she did not recall seeing a jacket
pulled down over the defendant’s arms.

The defendant testified that while he was parked at the inspection sticker
station waiting for it to open, Hall pulled up in his car. Hall parked at an angle on
the side of the main street. Hall jumped out, closed the door, and came around to

the defendant’s driver’s door. The defendant got out of his car and asked Hall how



he was doing. Hall began cursing at the defendant. Hall then rushed at the
defendant, and the two men began fighting. The defendant ended up on the
ground. Hall was choking and “constantly beating” him. The defendant felt
something hard hitting him across his eye and forehead. A “guy” approached them
“and told Hall, “Give me your gun before the police come.” Hall handed him the
gun and told him to put the gun in the car. The defendant could not see the guy
because the defendant had blood in his eye. As the fight continued, the defendant
“got the best” of Hall and threw Hall on the front of his (the defendant’s) car. Hall
told the guy, “Bring me my m----- frmmme- gun.” Hall broke to his car and the
defendant broke to his car and grabbed his holstered gun from underneath the
driver’s seat. The defendant testified at trial, “I feared my life was in danger, and [
feared that Cedric was going to kill me that day.”

When the defendant grabbed his gun, he “ran on an angle” shooting at Hall.
When the defendant was asked on direct examination if he actually saw Hall with a
gun in his hand, the defendant responded, “Well, I knowed [sic] he had something.
I couldn’t really see because my face was so beat up. I couldn’t really see him.”
Shortly thereafter on direct examination, the following exchange took place:

Q. When you ran on that angle, [were] you then at a point where you
could see where Cedric was?

A. Well, I seen [sic] him at the door of the driver’s side.

Do you know if he had been in that car door at that point?
I just knew he had his gun.

Did you ever see a gun?

Well, at that time I just knew he had it.

Did you see a gun?

He had a -- I couldn’t see, I couldn’t see. My eyes [sic] was --

I

You thought he may have had a gun; is that correct?



A. Yeah, yeah. My eyes, I couldn’t see.
On cross-examination, the following exchange took place regarding whether
or not the defendant saw a gun in Hall’s hand:
Q. Okay.
A. And I ran out. I shot a few times. He broke and ran. When he
turned around as in shooting position, I shot several more times, and
he was about right along in here, and he fell over.
Q. You said he turned around in a shooting position?
Yes, ma’am, as in turned around.
He did?
Yes, ma’am.

What did he have in his hand?
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Well, at that time I could not see. I was shooting. I could not see

from my face being, you know, blood, and I couldn’t hardly see,

ma’am.

The defendant stated he fired a few shots when Hall was at his (Hall’s) door.
When Hall broke and turned around, the defendant fired a few more shots, and
Hall fell. The defendant ran back to his car, called 911, and headed to the police
station. The defendant stated that he did not follow Hall across the street while
shooting him. He stated that he did not shoot Hall while Hall was down, or stand
over Hall when he was down and shoot him. The defendant denied wrapping his
gun in his jersey before firing it. On cross-examination, the defendant stated that
he did not see the hard object that Hall was hitting him in the head with, but he
thought it was a gun.

Hall’s gun was swabbed and the swabs were analyzed for DNA at the State
Police Crime Lab.* The DNA results were inconclusive. It could not be

determined whether or not the defendant’s skin ever came into contact with Hall’s

gun.

4 A visual examination of Hall’s gun did not indicate the presence of blood.
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